CHAPTER  XX

THE SARVODAYA STATE

Many have shaken their heads as they have said,
'But you can't teach non-violence to the masses. It is
only possible for individuals and that too in rare cases/
That is, in my opinion, a gross self-deception* If man-
kind was not habitually non-violent, it would have been
self-destroyed ages ago. But in the duel between forces
of violence and non-violence the latter have always
come out victorious in the end. The truth is that we
have not had patience enough to wait and apply our-
selves whole-heartedly to the spread of non-violence
among the people as a means for political ends.
Young India, 2-l-J30

To me political power is not an end but one of the
means of enabling people to better their condition in
every department of life. Political power means capacity
to regulate national life through national representatives.
If national life becomes so perfect as to become self-
regulated, no representation becomes necessary. There
is then a state of enlightened anarchy. In such a State
everyone is his own ruler. He rules himself in such a
manner that he is never a hindrance to his neighbour.
In the ideal State, therefore, there is no political power
because there is no State. But the ideal is never fully
realized in life. Hence the classical statement of Thoreau
that that government is best which governs the least.
Toung India, 2-7-'31

I look upon an increase in the power of the State
with the greatest fear, because although while apparently
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